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MISSION STATEMENT
The Saskatoon Horticultural Society
promotes the enjoyment, art, knowledge and
public awareness of horticulture and safe
environmental practices to its members and
the public, of all ages.

www.saskatoonhortsociety.ca
E-mail: info@saskatoonhortsociety.ca
Facebook: SaskatoonHortSociety
Instagram: @saskatoonhorticulturalsociety

From the Editor
It is amazing how quickly the world has changed in the last two months. May can be an exciting time of
spring renewal and brings a flurry of activity in our gardens. Luckily for us, COVID -19 has not
dampened our ‘growing’ and nurturing spirit. Social isolating is very compatible with gardening and
gives us a good distraction and a sense of normality.
Garden Centres have been considered an essential service and are open to the public. Your shopping
experience will likely be different this year - for a full list of updates on our SHS Business Partners and
what they are offering please see pages 8-13.
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome a new SHS Business Partner for 2020 - Highwind
Horticulture. Some of their current projects include indoor hydroponic strawberry and lettuce
propagation, cut flower propagation, small batch annual and perennial plant propagation, and
gardening and hydroponics classes. Please look for more information on this company as well as their
discount to SHS Members on page 11.
I wish all of you well in your gardening endeavours this year! Take care and stay healthy.
Karen Trimble

All contributions to the newsletter are welcome, including articles,
reviews, photos, columns, and events.
If you have anything to share just forward it to:
info@saskatoonhortsociety.ca
Don’t forget to let us know if there are any changes to your address,
email, or telephone numbers.

•
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Message from our President

I hope everyone is staying safe and well and has been able to get out into the garden. I have
finished cleaning up the perennials but still have some leaves to collect from around the roses.
The weather forecast calls for low temperatures at night, so it is probably best to leave the
extra protection for a few more days.
Thank you to our Membership Committee who has contacted all of our business partners and
was able to make arrangements with some businesses to use the SHS discount to purchase
plants online or via the phone. If you are shopping in person, things will be different this year,
as we experience one-way aisles and other social distancing practises at greenhouses. Some
greenhouses are also requiring facemasks to be worn. I have tried several patterns and found
one that works well from the Better Homes and Gardens website
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=rjBwK632DIw.
If you haven’t yet renewed your membership, please try to renew from our website, and
receive your membership in the mail. You can also send in your membership by mail but there
may be a slight delay in getting your membership card as to comply with health directives the
mail is only being collected once a week.
As we comply with the directives in the Open-Saskatchewan plan, the Committees and Board of
Directors are looking at alternative ways to keep our members engaged. This isn’t what we are
used to but we will do our best! At least we can still garden!
Stay safe!
Nancy Hanson

Picture submitted by Ken Tickner
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What is an Olla? by Nancy Hanson
An Olla (pronounced Oh-Yah) is an efficient system for irrigation that has
been in use in desert regions for thousands of years. It is thought that
they originated in Northern Africa, and were brought to America by the
conquistadors. Traditionally, they are an oval shape with a long
neck and made from low-fired clay. It is used to provide water for roots,
decreasing excessive evaporation and water run-off.

How do they work?
An Olla is buried in the ground with only the top opening visible and then filled with water. The water is
then distributed to the soil due to capillary action created by soil surface tension. As plant roots use
water, the water will be released from the Olla into the surrounding soil. When the soil is dry, water will
be released faster and when the soil is wet, the water will remain in the Olla.
Why would you use them?
To promote deep watering which promotes dense root growth.
To promote even watering which prevents cracks in tomatoes and melons.
Ollas allow the surface soil to remain dry while providing water to plant roots which may decrease weed
growth.
Ollas work best for plants that have fibrous root systems such as squash, melon, tomatoes, and
chili peppers but can also be used to provide even watering for young trees, vines, and bushes.
When would you not use them?
Ollas are not recommended for use with grains or legumes.
Ollas are not recommended for use in clay-based soils as the water will not distribute evenly.
Types of Ollas
There are several types, a hand-built clay pot such as the above picture, Olla bottles (cylindrical shape),
Olla drip ball irrigation systems or DIY Terracotta pots.
How to Make Your Own Olla from Terracotta Pots
This project will only take a few minutes of your time. You will need the following:
• 2 Terra Cotta Pots
• something to cover the hole on the bottom pot (I used a piece of shale)
• something to cover the top of the pot (I used a cork from an empty bottle)
• Silicone (exterior grade)

Step 1: Cover the surface with newspaper or
cardboard

Step 2: Use the silicone to attach a flat object to
cover the hole
Saskatoon Horticultural Society
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Step 3: For extra assurance, I filled the bottom of
the hole with silicone

Step 4: Place a bead of silicone around the top of
the pot

Step 5: Place second pot on top

Step 6: Let silicone cure (24-48 hours)

Test your Olla for leaks, by filling with water. If there are leaks, let dry and add more silicone.
Now you are ready to use your olla in the garden or in a large pot.
Tips for Using Ollas
A saucer can be placed below the olla to encourage water to seep outwards rather than downwards.
The Olla needs to be buried into the ground BUT you should leave 3- 5 cm( 1-2 inches) above ground to
prevent dirt or mulch from entering the opening.
Space small Ollas 60-90 cm (2-3 feet) apart, and large Ollas (2 gallon capacity) 90-120 cm (3-4 feet)
apart.
Use a stick to check the water level in the Olla and add water as necessary.
I plan to use my Ollas with my tomato plants to stop them from splitting when I pick them! Wish me
luck!
References:
https://wateruseitwisely.com/olla-irrigation/
https://www.acmesand.com/rainwater-harvesting/ollas/
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Cutting Tips for Tulips, Lilac, and Peonies by Bonita Lundberg
If you want to bring your tulips into the house and you don't want them to elongate when you put them
in water, you can cut them on a slant at the bottom of the stem. Before you put them in lukewarm
water, put about an eighth of an inch slit under the head of the flower of the tulip with a paring knife.
Do not cut all the way through the stem and your tulips should last about five days. If they are not
opened, they might last seven days.
When you pick your lilacs, make sure you cut them with about six inches of a woody stem remaining.
On the cement or the back step use a hammer and smash the bottom inch or two of each stem. Fill your
kitchen sink with ice cold water and dip the heads of the lilacs in the water. Wrap them in a towel, take
them outside, and shake all the moisture out. Put them in a vase of lukewarm water and change it every
day and they might last five days if you're lucky.
Lastly, for peonies, cut your desired length of stem, look at the bottom and you'll see that it's almost in
the shape of a square. Cut a cross in the stem bottom with a knife and slit it up about two or three
inches. Using some warm (almost hot) water in a vase, add three tablespoons of sugar and dissolve it
completely. Add the peonies to the vase and set them outside for an hour or two until the ants drop off.
The flowers will soak up the sugar and the petals should not drop for four days.

Submitted by Al Ritchie

Submitted by Nancy Hanson
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Upcoming Events

Gardening at the U of S Gardening Workshops and Events for 2020 are now listed:
https://gardening.usask.ca/public-workshops/gardening-workshops.php#Upcomingworkshopsandevents

For General Growing & How To Guidelines visit:
https://gardening.usask.ca/gardenline/how-to.php

U of S Fruit Program has their Annual Plant Sale Listed as June 5 & 6, 2020.
Look for the format of sale and potential updates at:
https://research-groups.usask.ca/fruit/extension-events-/extensionevents.php
or Follow on Facebook: Gardening at Usask

Feel free to send us pictures of your favourite
annuals, perennials, herbs, vegetables in your
garden and we will do our best to display them
on our Facebook page, website, or in our July
newsletter. Please email pictures to:
info@saskatoonhortsociety.ca

This little guy is Calendula ‘Pacific Beauty Mix’
that I started from seed at the beginning of
February. Picture taken on May 10, 2020Submitted by Karen Trimble
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SHS Officers, Directors, and Committees for 2020
If you or anyone you know would like to become a Committee or Board member, just let any of
the current Board members know. Directors’ meetings take place the second Thursday of each
month except November, December, and January.
Committees:
Executive:
Finance:
Programs:

Membership:
Communications:
Social/Volunteers:
Scholarships:
Nominations:
Documents:
Archives:
Strategic Planning:

Nancy Hanson (President), Jackie Howell (Vice President), Jennifer Osachoff
(Secretary), Jill Berenik (Treasurer)
Jill Berenik (Chair), Nancy Hanson, Jackie Howell
Karen Trimble (Chair), Nancy Hanson, Marilyn Evanisky, Mandie Jenson,
Sandy Nelson Simone de Rosemund, Jackie Howell, Robyn Reist, Kim West,
Sandra Schweder, Roberta Barrington, Megan Larson-Wilkie, Marj Meger,
Bill Meger, Ingrid Major, Brendalyn Ens, Chris Zerebeski.
Norm Waters (Chair), Sandy Nelson, Jennifer Osachoff, Robyn Reist.
Chris Zerebeski, Karen Trimble, Jennifer Osachoff, Sandra Schewder, Angie
Skiba, Nancy Hanson.
Robyn Reist (chair), Nancy Hanson, Norman Waters
Nancy Hanson (chair), Jill Berenik, Megan Larson-Wilkie
Jackie Howell (chair)
Chris Zerebeski (chair), Nancy Hanson
Nancy Hanson, Jennifer Osachoff
Jackie Howell (chair), Roberta Barrington, Norman Waters

Directors:
Name
Roberta Barrington
Jill Berenik
Marilyn Evanisky
Nancy Hanson
Jackie Howell
Mandie Jenson
Megan Larson-Wilkie

Telephone
306-612-2550
306-717-4025
306-477-0038
306-227-6537
306-373-8313
306-203-0242
306-381-8540

Jennifer Osachoff
Robyn Reist
Sandra Schweder
Karen Trimble
Norman Waters
Chris Zerebeski

306-934-4638
306-291-6434
306-384-7793
306-222-1728
306-382-4061
306-281-8921

SHS Board meetings are held the second Thursday of every month from
February to October. Meetings are at 7:15pm at Park Funeral Home
(subject to change) and are open to members.
Please check our website www.saskatoonhortsociety.ca for any changes
or additions to our calendar.
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SHS Business Partners Updates – COVID-19
While greenhouses are opening for the season, there are a variety of new regulations that have been
imposed which will likely change your shopping experience. Some of these measures include using
physical line controls, having one-way isles, having a maximum number of shoppers in the store at a
time. If you plan to shop in person, please be prepared to wait in line, and follow all signage and safety
restrictions. For a full list of Greenhouse and Landscaping Guidelines visit:
https://www.scribd.com/document/459391685/Re-open-Saskatchewan-plan#from_embed

Some of our business partners have implemented other options for purchasing plants and supplies
without the need to shop in-person. We have reached out to our 2020 business partners to provide you
with an update as to how they will be doing business this summer.
Please note that developing online stores has created an additional financial hardship for many of these
partners and thus they may not be able to accommodate the SHS discount for all purchasing options this
year. If this is a concern for you, you may reach out to the business partner directly but we encourage
everyone to be understanding of the unprecedented complications our partners are suddenly facing,
and continue to support your favourite garden centres this summer, regardless of whether the SHS
discount is available. Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, Dutch Growers is no longer able to offer the
discount advertised in the last newsletter and on our membership cards. We apologize for any
inconvenience.
Unless otherwise stated, it is our understanding that the SHS discount will be honoured during in-person
transactions. If you are planning to shop in person, take a risk-based approach similar to getting
groceries: try to minimize the number of shopping trips and make the choice that is best for your
personal health and safety.

About: The Apocryphal Seed Company is a small, independent seed company that focuses
primarily on helping gardeners grow flowers for cutting. We have recently expanded to
include kits for growing vegetable gardens and pollinator friendly gardens. We've also
developed the "Gather bag" which is a heavy canvas bag that can carry a heavy load of
potatoes or, by opening flat on the ends, allow long stem cut flowers to be carried from the
garden without damaging them. We're based Guelph Ontario and sell primarily online but
also some local shows.
Located: We're based Guelph Ontario and sell primarily online but also some local shows.
Phone Number: 519-581-2029
Email: mathew@apocryphalseedco.com
Webpage: www.apocryphalseedco.com
Facebook@apocryphalseedcompany Instagram@mccarthysgarden
Twitter@apocryphalseed
SHS Benefit: 10% off web orders with the coupon code of saskhort.
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ARBOUR CREST TREE SERVICES
Will still be operating this summer for your tree removal and landscaping needs. They are
putting measures in place to limit personal contact and comply with physical distancing such
as: isolating crew members into individual trucks, doing quotes over the phone, and
encouraging payment via credit card or e-transfer.
Located: Saskatoon area south to Rosetown and north to Cottage country…and maybe
further!
Phone Number: 306-242-8733
Email: robin.adair@sasktel.net
Webpage: arbourcrest.com or follow on Facebook
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on tree and shrub services.

BOREAL AQUATICS

Sales are by appointment only, and appropriate distancing arrangements will be made.
Located: Saskatoon
Phone Number: 306-227-7162
Email: ERL@sasktel.net
Webpage: www.borealaquatics.com
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on water plants and aquatic fertilizers.

Locations are open for in-person shopping, with restrictions. They are not currently planning
to offer phone, email, or online shopping. Check their Facebook page for any updates or
changes.
Located: 10 minutes south of Saskatoon on Highway 11 SW18-35-04
Phone Number: 306-374-6663
Webpage: https://www.clementfarms.ca/ or follow on Facebook
SHS Benefit: $5 off purchase of $50 or more on horticultural products only (before taxes).

Saskatoon Horticultural Society
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Will still be operating this summer. They are willing to perform consultations over the phone
and communicate through phone or email throughout the process to prevent or reduce inperson contact.
Located: Saskatoon and area
Phone Number: 306-850-3010
Email: commongroundyxe@gmail.com
Webpage: http://www.commongroundyxe.ca/ / Facebook: facebook.com/commongroundy
xe/
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on our standard labor rates.

Will have a new website and online shop with a limited selection of available plants. Garden
seeds available for purchase are listed on their Facebook page. Orders for curbside pickup
or delivery ($25.00 to Saskatoon) can be made via the online shop or by emailing
nancy@dietermartin.ca. Orders will not be accepted over the phone. Mention that you are a
SHS member in your email in order to obtain the discount. The greenhouse will also be
open, with restrictions, and only two customers allowed in at a time. Check their Facebook
page to stay up to date on any changes.
Located: 401 Second Avenue, Langham, SK
Phone Number: 306-283-4376
Email: Nancy@Dietermartin.ca
Webpage: http://dietermartin.ca/
SHS Benefit: $5 off purchase of $40 or more on horticultural products (before
taxes). Watch our Facebook page for specials!

Saskatoon Horticultural Society
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Currently offers online and phone shopping, with curbside pickup in the parking lot
available. Their stores are currently open to the public with reduced hours. The SHS
discount is only available for in-store purchases. Check out their website or Facebook
page for updates.
Located: 1615 Lorne Avenue, Saskatoon, SK and 502 51st Street East, Saskatoon, SK
Phone Number: 306-931-1982 (Head Office) or 1-800-667-1159 (Toll Free)
Website: https://www.earlysgarden.com/ or follow on Facebook
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on regular priced plant and gardening products. Not
on any specials or gift cards.

Has set up an online store and is offering curbside pickup or delivery. They will be open for
in-person shopping, with restrictions. The SHS discount is available when online
shopping with the code saskhort2020. Check their website or Facebook page for
updates.
Located: 310 Valley Road
Phone Number: 306-382-7352
Email: info@floralacres.ca or follow on Facebook
Webpage: https://www.floralacres.ca/
SHS Benefit: $5 off purchase of $50 or more (before taxes). Gift cards excluded. Regular
priced merchandise only. CARD MUST BE PRESENTED AT START OF SALE.

About: Highwind Horticulture is a new business partner as of April 23! As such they are not
listed on the printed membership materials. They are offering $5 off orders of $50 or more
for SHS members, excluding specials. They are not open for in-person shopping but take
orders by email or phone, for pickup or delivery within Saskatoon. Follow them on Facebook
or Instagram for specials and product updates.
Located: Saskatoon
Phone Number: (306) 261-8570
Email: morgann@highwindhorticulture.com
Webpage: www.highwindhorticulture.com
SHS Benefit: $5 off orders of $50 or more
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Will resume business when it is safe to do so.
Located: Saskatoon
Phone Number: 306-514-8870
Email: sandra@innergardensstudio.ca
Webpage: innergardensstudio.ca / Workshops: IG.Eventbrite.com
SHS Benefit: 10% off classes if 2 or more SHS members register.

Will offer online shopping, email orders, and phone orders. All information for how to order
is on their website. They are open to the public with restrictions in place. In order to access
the SHS discount for online or phone/email orders, members will need to pay in person. To
do so, please call from the parking lot when you arrive and await further instructions. Any
updates or changes will be communicated via the website.
Phone Number: 306-477-0713
Email: retail@lshore.com
Webpage: https://lakeshoregardencentre.com/ or follow on Facebook
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on regular plant material only and not on special deals already
in place or gift cards.

MOTHER EARTH GREENHOUSES
Will have an online store and curbside pickup. They are open to the public with restrictions
in place. They are currently unsure as to how they will process the SHS discount for online
orders; please contact them directly to inquire.
Located: Daisy Lane South, Clavet
Phone Number: 306-931-4133
Email:motherearth@sasktel.net
Webpage: motherearthgreenhouses.com
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on regular priced plant and horticultural merchandise only and
not on special deals already in place or gift cards.
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SUTHERLAND GARDEN MARKET

Are open for in-person shopping, with restrictions. They will also take orders over the phone
for curbside pickup or delivery; delivery will be prioritized for seniors. Let them know you
are an SHS member when placing your phone order to get the discount. Check out their
Facebook page for updates.
Located: 1215 Central Avenue and 502 51st Street (Early’s Greenhouse)
Phone Number: 306-668-0313
Facebook: Sutherland Garden Market
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on regular priced plants and gardening products.
Not on any specials.

Is taking email and telephone orders for curbside pickup or delivery. Check out their website
for photos of their inventory. SHS discount will be honoured if you mention it when placing
your order.
Located: 2600 8th Street East, Saskatoon, SK
Phone Number: 306-955-2473
Webpage: Follow on Facebook
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on regular priced bird and gardening supplies. Not
on any specials.

Are open for in-person shopping, with restrictions. Products are also available on their
online store for curbside pickup and delivery, but the SHS discount is not available for online
orders. Check their website, Facebook, or Instagram for updates.
Located: 303 Owen Manor, Saskatoon, SK
Phone Number: 306-955-9580
Email: 4info@wilsonsgreenhouse.ca
Webpage: wilsonsgreenhouse.ca or follow on Facebook and Instagram
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on regular priced plants and gardening products. Not
on any specials.
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Membership Information
SHS Memberships run from May 1st-April 30th. Choose the basic membership for $15 or for an
even greater value you can include a subscription to The Gardener Magazine for $30. If you
want the newsletter snail-mailed to you, please include an additional $10 for printing and
postage. The mailed version is an abbreviated black & white copy and does not include photos
and other selected items. Annual memberships can include two people from the same address.
You can apply for or renew your SHS membership in the following ways:
1 - By mail
Download and fill out the membership form and mail to the address provided. Please fill out
the membership form and include a cheque payable to the Saskatoon Horticultural Society.
2 - Online
Download and fill out the membership form and email to: info@saskatoonhortsociety.ca
Use our PayPal/credit card option below to select & purchase your membership.
Why you should become a member?
Funding from our membership is essential in helping us fund our scholarship offerings,
programs and events throughout the year.
Show your SHS membership card at the time of purchase in order to receive benefits. SHS
membership cards are non-transferable and ID is required prior to purchase. Membership
offering varies from each business. If you are unsure, please ask the business prior to
purchase.
If you have any questions or concerns about our membership initiative you can send us an
email: info@saskatoonhortsociety.ca
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Saskatoon Horticultural Society
Membership Form 2020
Please Check Membership Option:

Receive SHS Newsletter by:

Basic Membership $15/year

Email (no charge)

Membership plus one-year subscription
to the Gardener Magazine $30/year

Mail ($10 fee - Black&White short form)

Please Print:
Name(s):

Address:

City:

Province:

Postal Code:

Phone:

Email:
Please Note: Your personal information will be used solely by the Saskatoon Horticultural Society with the
exception of The Gardener Magazine if the subscription for the magazine is included in your membership fee.
Your email will be used for SHS communication purposes only.

Payment:
Make cheque payable to:
The Saskatoon Horticultural Society

Mailing address:
Memberships
The Saskatoon Horticultural Society
P.O. Box 161
Saskatoon, SK
S7K 3K4

Volunteer Activities (check if interested):
Board of Directors position
Executive position
specify:
__________________________
Committee position
specify:
__________________________
Gardenscape
Spring Plant and Garden Fundraiser
Summer Garden Tour
Autumn Garage Sale
AGM planning
Other
specify: __________________________

SHS personnel to complete:
Membership Card #: _________________
Amount paid: _____________________
Date: ______________________________

SHS personnel: _____________________

Method of Payment:
Cash
Cheque
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