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SASKATOON HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY NEWS
106 YEARS OF GROWING
MISSION STATEMENT
The Saskatoon Horticultural Society
promotes the enjoyment, art, knowledge and
public awareness of horticulture and safe
environmental practices to its members and
the public, of all ages.

Web: www.saskatoonhortsociety.ca
E-mail: info@saskatoonhortsociety.ca
Facebook: facebook.com/SaskatoonHortSociety
Instagram: instagram.com/saskatoonhorticulturalsociety/

From the Editor
Welcome to the fall edition of the SHS newsletter.
Thanks to all who contributed to make this newsletter newsworthy. Featured are summaries
of our most recent events, a garden design project in collaboration with the Saskatoon
Community Clinic, some photos, tips and upcoming events in the city.
Don’t miss the SHS Annual General Meeting to be held on Saturday November 16.
All contributions to the newsletter are welcome ... articles, reviews, photos, columns, events.
If you have anything to share just forward it to our new email address:
info@saskatoonhortsociety.ca. We love to hear from our membership.
Enjoy the last of the autumn days.
Jennifer Osachoff

All contributions to the newsletter are welcome ... articles, reviews, photos, columns, events.
If you have anything to share just forward it to saskatoonhortsociety@sasktel.net
Don’t forget to let us know if there are any changes to your address, email, or telephone numbers.

Corporate Member
Corporate Member
Corporate Member
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Message from the Board

Annual General Meeting – Saturday November 16:
By Nancy Hanson
Please join us for our Annual General Meeting on Saturday November 16, 2019 from 1-3 p.m.
at Resurrection Lutheran Church at 310 Lenore Drive. There is parking at the rear of the
building.
Come support the Director’s of the SHS, vote for new Director’s (we promise to keep the
meeting a short one!) and stay for refreshments, dainties and socializing.
Hope to see you there!

Submitted by Nancy Hanson
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Recent events:
Passport Tour – Saturday July 20:
Submitted by Sandra Schweder
Being my first full experience with the tour and not having anything catastrophic occur, I
thought the tour went well. I was a bit concerned that the weather would dampen
the
day, but the gardening gods were smiling on us and it was a beautiful day (during tour hours
anyway).
A couple weeks before the tour, I sent out letters explaining what homeowners could expect
the day of the tour, asked them to be present for visitors and thanked them with a $25
Early’s gift card and a complimentary passport. Pairs of complimentary passports were also
given to our photographer Ken, Dutch Growers and both Early’s locations.
We had six gardens in the tour this year. Each garden was quite different from the next,
offering unique experiences in plant material, gardening styles and practices, structures and
hardscaping etc. I was able to visit all six yards on the day of the tour and the transformation
within the couple months was astounding! Gardeners were proud of their yards and it
showed!
151 Ballots were returned and counted to determine the category winners.
Overall People’s Choice: goes to 933 4th Ave North, Carla and Keith Lysyshyn with 57 votes
Honorary mention or Second is 535 Adilman Dr, Lorna and Sherman Johnson with 48 votes.
Best Water Feature: goes to 110 Mallin Crescent , Bob and Vivian Turczyn with an
overwhelming 130 votes. Second is 115 Skeena Cres, Angie and Ron Skiba with 12 votes.
Edible Garden: goes to 907 Werschner Cres, Megan and Darin Wilkie with a whopping 116
votes. Second is 115 Skeena Cres, Angie and Ron Skiba with 21 votes
Nature Friendly: goes to 933 4th Ave North, Carla and Keith Lysyshyn with 63 votes. Second
is 115 Skeena Cres, Angie and Ron Skiba with 22 votes
Photos by Ken Tickner and Nancy Hanson can be seen on our website on the Image Gallery
page: https://www.saskatoonhortsociety.ca/Galleries-page.html
Here are just a few of the photos:
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Volunteer Appreciation BBQ – Sunday August 11:
Submitted by Nancy Hanson
Our Volunteer Appreciation BBQ was held on Aug 11. It was a beautiful Sunday afternoon in
a beautiful yard. A huge Thank you! to Norm and Shirley Waters for hosting this event.
Thank you also to our chef, Cal Nikiforoff; Jennifer Osachoff and Marilyn Evanisky who helped
with set up and cleanup; and also Marj and Bill Meger for bringing the extra tables.
We had 52 people reply to the BBQ but due to several cancellations, served 45 people. We
started with snacks of munchie mix and then potato salad, broccoli salad, coleslaw, burgers
and hotdogs served with the usual condiments and fried onions. A note for future events, 6
lbs of onions are not enough! We also should prepare another salad or prepare a little more
for next year. Dessert was cake (1/2 slab of which was ½ chocolate and ½ white) and
watermelon, pineapple and canteloupe.
The vases and Dutch Gift Cards for the Passport Tour winners were awarded by Norman
Waters. Megan and Darin Wilke received the award for Best Vegetables, Bob Turczyn
received the award for Best Water Feature and Carla Lysyshyn received the award for Nature
Friendly and also the People’s Choice.
I presented the Volunteer of the Year award to Lynette Wall a framed photocard of her
service along with a voucher for a 2020 basic membership and a $25 gift card from Early’s.
Lynette worked a total of 29.5 hours for the SHS in our 2018-19 season.
I presented Norman and Shirley Waters with a $30 restaurant gift card as a token of
appreciation for hosting the BBQ.
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End of Summer Garage Sale – Saturday August 24:
Submitted by Marg Meger
The 4th Annual SHS Garage Sale was held on Saturday August 24, 2019 at 571 Adilman
Drive. It was another successful fundraiser.
Proceeds from the sale were $692.80 with expenses being $80.09. This means that we
raised $612.76 this year. This is less than previous years but donations although plentiful
were quite different than previous years. More garden and yard related items were donated
this year whereas other years we had more household items.
Volunteers were plentiful and a great bunch. So happy to see people happily volunteer and
give many hours of work. We provided coffee, goodies, water and burgers for lunch. This
gives the volunteers a time to socialize.
Towards the end of the sale we gave customers a grocery bag which they could fill for $1.00.
Great idea as many got good bargains and it gave us less to take to the Thrift store and the
Symphony (books, magazines, etc.)
Four people volunteered to take items to the Thrift store which was greatly appreciated.
Many volunteers pitched in and by 5 p.m. our garage was back to “normal”.
A very BIG thank you to the volunteers who donated items, helped price items as well as
worked the day of the sale. Without the volunteers this wouldn’t have happened.
Once again this was a very successful event.

Saskatoon Horticultural Society – October 2019

Page 6

Special Feature:
The Saskatoon Horticultural Society at Work in the Community
Submitted by Angie Skiba and Chris Zerebeski
The Saskatoon Community Clinic is a not for profit medical clinic in Saskatoon. It has two
locations, one on Second Avenue North and the second location on 20th Street West. They
offer many different areas of medical and outreach programs. The SCC is funded by
memberships and grants from the Government of Saskatchewan.
Chris Zerebeski, Past-President of the Saskatoon Horticultural Society was approached, by
the SCC to see anyone from the SHS would be willing to lend a hand in re-designing the
space in front of the building on Second Ave. Chris and Angie Skiba (Board Member) agreed
to design a low maintenance space that was functional to staff members and people of the
area. The design includes a patio type area with benches for relaxing, and plantings of
drought tolerant and hardy perennials, shrubs and trees.
The design was implemented with the help of volunteers from the Community Clinic as well
as some members of the Perennial Society.
It is a perfect place to sit and enjoy the plantings and will offer some shade and privacy once
it becomes more mature.

Before the re-design

Work crew

After the re-design
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Photo Gallery:

Photo of my “Burpless” cucumber – 16 inches long!

Nancy Hanson

“Ooh, la, la, what beautiful legs”
Surprise carrots grown by Pat Heshka

“Are you sure this is the tango?”
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Garden inspiration - photos taken in front of an
antique store at Clinton, BC. Nancy Hanson

The flowers all came up as volunteers in Myrna
Schellenberg’s community garden and are so
lovely! Pat Heshka
Pat Heshka
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Bulletin Board

Wild Birds Unlimited Nature Shop Presents:
SCARY BIRDS BY LYNDON PENNER - MON. OCT. 28TH (7PM)
WHEN WE THINK OF TERRIFYING BEASTS AND ANIMALS THAT HAVE THE POWER TO FRIGHTEN US, BIRDS ARE RARELY, IF
EVER, AT THE TOP OF THE LIST. THE TRUTH IS THAT A GREAT MANY BIRDS ON OUR PLANET ARE CREEPY AND UNSETTLING
AND COULD EASILY GIVE YOU NIGHTMARES! WITH THEIR SCALY LEGS, SHARP BEAKS, AND SMALL, DARK EYES MANY
PEOPLE FIND CERTAIN BIRDS CAN MAKE THEM UNCOMFORTABLE. IN THE PRESENTATION - JUST IN TIME
FOR HALLOWEEN - WE ARE GOING TO EXAMINE THE MOST ALARMING BIRDS IN OUR WORLD! SOME OF THE MOST
PETRIFYING SPECIES ARE NOW EXTINCT BUT COME PREPARED TO LEARN ABOUT 12 FT. TALL PREDATOR BIRDS THAT ATE
EARLY HORSES, BIRDS THAT HAVE BOTH INJURED (AND EVEN KILLED) PEOPLE, AND THE BIRDS IN YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD
THAT WANT YOU TO THINK THEY'RE HARMLESS... A FREE EVENT AT WILD BIRDS UNLIMITED NATURE SHOP.

330A 2600 8th Street East - Saskatoon
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University of Saskatchewan – College of Agriculture and Bioresources

Registration at:
https://ccderegister.usask.ca/aspnet/Course/index.aspx?topic=HORTICULTURE&orderby=startdate

If you keep your celery wrapped in aluminum foil in the fridge it will not spoil for at least 6 weeks.
I’ve tried it and it works. Jan Smithson

Saskatchewan Perennial Society Information Meeting
Wednesday, October 23, at 7:30 pm at Emmanuel Anglican Church on Dufferin and 12th Street.
Come join us and Sara Williams to learn more about Drought Tolerant
All are welcome. This event is Free to the public.
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SHS Officers, Directors, and Committees for 2017
If you or anyone you know would like to become a Committee or Board member, just let any
of the current Board members know. Directors’ meetings take place the second Thursday of
each month except November, December, and January.
Committees:
Executive:

Nancy Hanson (Secretary), Jill Berenik (Treasurer)

Finance:

Jill Berenik (Chair), Chris Zerebeski, Jackie Lysyshyn

Programs:

Karen Trimble (Chair), Nancy Hanson, Marj Meger, Sandra Schweder,
Angie Skiba, Marilyn Evanisky, Janelle Unrau, Marilyn Garnett

Membership:

Norman Waters (Chair), Chris Zerebeski, Jennifer Osachoff

Communications:

Jackie Lysyshyn (Chair), Harvey Heshka, Jennifer Osachoff, Angie Skiba,
Chris Zerebeski

Social/Volunteers:

Nancy Hanson (Chair), Carol Lahey-Wiggs, Marj Meger

Scholarships:

Angie Skiba (Chair), Norm Waters

Nominations:

vacant

Documents:

Don Greer (Chair), Janelle Unrau, Chris Zerebeski

Archives:

Adrian Werner (Chair), Harvey Heshka, Marg Meger, Chris Zerebeski

Strategic Planning:

Janelle Unrau (Chair), Adrian Werner, Don Greer, Chris Zerebeski

Succulent Committee:

Marilyn Garnett (Chair)

Directors:
Jill Berenik

306-717-4025

Sandra Schweder

306-384-7793

Marilyn Evanisky

306-477-0038

Angie Skiba

306-242-2320

Nancy Hanson

306-227-6537

Karen Trimble

306-222-1728

Carol Lahey-Wiggs

306-978-8066

Janelle Unrau

306-477-0725

Jackie Lysyshyn

306-373-8313

Norman Waters

306-382-4061

Marj Meger

306-249-1329

Adrian Werner

639-470-3628

Cal Nikiforoff

306-655-1060

Chris Zerebeski

306-281-8921

Jennifer Osachoff

306-934-4638
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Membership Information
Memberships run from May 1-April 30. Make sure you sign-up prior to April 30, in order to
take full advantage of the benefits offered.
Choose the basic membership for $15 or include the subscription to The Gardener
Magazine for $30. If you want the newsletter snail mailed to you, please include an additional
$10 for printing and postage. The mailed version is an abbreviated black & white copy and
does not include photos and other selected items. Annual memberships can include two
people from the same address.
You can apply for or renew your SHS membership in the following ways:
1 - Visit us at Seedy Saturday or Gardenscape and sign up or renew your membership in
person! (Cheque or cash only)
2 - By mail
Download and fill out the membership form and mail to the address provided. Please fill
out the membership form and include a cheque payable to the Saskatoon Horticultural
Society.
3 - Online
Download and fill out the membership form and email
to: saskatoonhortsociety@sasktel.net
Use our paypal/creditcard option below to select & purchase your membership.
Why you should become a member?
Funding from our membership is essential in helping us fund our scholarship offerings,
programs and events throughout the year.

Show your SHS membership card at the time of purchase in order to receive
benefits. SHS membership cards are non-transferable and ID is required
prior to purchase. Membership offering varies from each business. If you
are unsure, please ask the business prior to purchase.
If you have any questions or concerns about our membership initiative you can send us an
email: Saskatoonhortsociety@sasktel.net
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Sponsors for 2019

ARBOUR CREST TREE SERVICES
About: We are the most trained arborist crews in the City. Our focus is not on removing
trees but instead we focus on keeping trees and shrubs alive through proper pruning
techniques and plant health care. We also provide tree and shrub spraying and injections,
yard renovations, proper tree and shrub planting, mulch delivery and installation, power
raking and aerating and much more.
Located: Saskatoon area south to Rosetown and north to Cottage country…and maybe
further!
Phone Number: (306) 242-8733
Email: robin.adair@sasktel.net
Webpage: arbourcrest.com or follow on Facebook
SHS Benefit: 10% off tree pruning, removals and stump grinding.

Boreal Aquatics
About: Boreal Aquatics specializes in the propagation and sale of native zone 0-3 boreal
wetland and aquatic plants.
Located: Saskatoon
Phone Number: (306) 227-7162
Email: ERL@sasktel.net
Webpage: www.borealaquatics.com
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on water plants and aquatic fertilizers.

About: Family operated greenhouse and garden center growing quality seasonal plant
material for Saskatchewan gardeners.
Located: 10 minutes south of Saskatoon on Highway 11 SW18-35-04 west of the 3rd
Phone Number: (306) 374-6663
Webpage: clementfarms.ca or follow on Facebook
SHS Benefit: $5 off on any purchase of $50 or more (before taxes).
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About: Common Ground is a local, family run business that provides quality yard renovations
to plant minded homeowners and businesses. Our prairie ecosystem makes for a challenging
canvas and we pride ourselves in low maintenance design. With our knowledge of plants and
construction, we can help you create a pleasant outdoor space!
Located: Saskatoon and area
Phone Number: 306-850-3010
Email: commongroundyxe@gmail.com
Facebook: Common Ground
SHS Benefit: Members receive a 10% discount on our standard labor rates.

About: Dieter Martin Greenhouse, founded in 1976, is family owned and operated. Selling
annuals, perennials, hanging baskets, patio pots, vegetables, herbs and a complete line of
hardy trees, shrubs, fruit trees and evergreens. We offer superior product at competitive
price, and are committed to serving our customers in a personal manner that is only
achievable by a family business.
Located: 401 Second Avenue, Langham, SK
Phone Number: (306) 283-4376
Email: Nancy@Dietermartin.ca
Webpage: Dietermartin.ca
SHS Benefit: $5 off on any purchase of $50 or more (before taxes). Gift cards excluded.

About: Follow us on our Facebook and Instagram pages that feature our sales, seminars and
gardening tips. We also provide a regular email newsletter which you can sign-up via our
website.
Located: 1818 Central Ave, Saskatoon, SK
Phone Number: (306) 249-1222
Email: info@dutchgrowers.com
Webpage: dutchgrowers.com or follow on Facebook and Instagram
SHS Benefit: $5 off on any purchase of $50 or more (before taxes). Gift cards excluded.
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About: Two locations in Saskatoon selling garden supplies, seeds, fertilizers, pet supplies,
livestock feeds, grass and forage seed, golf course supplies, statuary, fountains, pond
supplies and more since 1907!
Located: 1615 Lorne Avenue, Saskatoon, SK and 502 51st Street East, Saskatoon, SK
Phone Number: (306) 931-1982 (Head Office) or 1-800-667-1159 (Toll Free)
Website: earlysgarden.com or follow on Facebook
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on regular-priced plant and horticultural merchandise only and
not on special deals already in place or gift cards.

About: All are welcome in Saskatchewan’s largest greenhouse and garden center! With over
1100 different varieties of flowering plants and about 420 different trees and shrubs, just ask
one of our knowledgeable staff, we would be happy to help! Come on in anytime from May 1st
to September 30.
Located: 310 Valley Road, SK
Phone Number: (306) 382-7352
Email: info@floralacres.ca or follow on Facebook
Webpage: floralacres.ca
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on regular-priced plant and horticultural merchandise only and
not on special deals already in place or gift cards.

About: Providing friendly, helpful advice since 1936. We welcome you to stop by our 8000
square foot greenhouse and find annuals, perennials, hanging baskets, and much more! Our
outdoor container yard offers a great selection of evergreens, fruit, roses, shade trees,
shrubs, and all of your garden care needs.
Located: Highway 16 & Boychuk Drive, Saskatoon, SK
Phone Number: (306) 477-0713
Email: retail@lshore.com
Webpage: lakeshoregardencentre.com or follow on Facebook
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on regular plant material only and not on special deals already
in place or gift cards.
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Mother Earth Greenhouses
Located: Daisy Lane South, Clavet, SK
Phone Number: (306) 931-4133
Email: motherearth@sasktel.net
Webpage: motherearthgreenhouses.com
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on regular-priced plant and horticultural merchandise and not on
special deals already in place or gift cards.

SUTHERLAND GARDEN MARKET
Located: 1215 Central Avenue or 502 51st Street (Early’s Greenhouse)
Phone Number: (306) 668-0313
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on regular plant and horticultural merchandise only and not on
special deals already in place or gift cards.

About: “Discover a Refuge in Your Own Backyard” Wild Birds Unlimited nature Shop has all
your backyard bird requirements, the best birdseed in town, wild bird advice, optics, nature
books, garden accents, unique gifts, bat houses, regular guest speakers, and a lot more cool
stuff.
Located: 2600 8th Street East, Saskatoon, SK
Phone Number: (306) 955-2473
Webpage: Follow on Facebook
SHS Benefit: 10% discount on regular-priced-bird/garden-products-only and not on special
deals already in place or gift cards.

About: The new centre is located in Brighton (303 Owen Manor), 500 metres west of its
former location near the corner of Highway 5 and McOrmond Drive. The assortment of
products from around the world was chosen for their unique features and high quality.
Besides the expanded and renewed retail departments, Wilson’s increased their landscape
and rental centre to offer better products and service to contractors and residential
customers.
Located: 303 Owen Manor, Saskatoon, SK
Phone Number: (306) 955-9580
Email: 4info@wilsonsgreenhouse.ca
Webpage: wilsonsgreenhouse.ca or follow on Facebook and Instagram
SHS Benefit: 10% Discount on regular-priced plant and horticultural merchandise only and
not on special deals already in place or gift cards.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS!
IF YOU ARE A BUSINESS THAT WOULD LIKE TO GAIN EXPOSURE BY OFFERING SHS MEMBERS A DISCOUNT OR
BENEFIT, PLEASE EMAIL: SASKATOONHORTSOCIETY@SASKTEL.NET
Saskatoon Horticultural Society – October 2019

Page 18

Volunteer Opportunities
Volunteers are always needed so join the fun and network with other garden-minded people.
Time commitment can be a little or a lot - it depends on you! Meet interesting people, see
gardens and get ideas for your own place whether you have a large yard or just a balcony.
You won’t be on your own, so don’t be shy about volunteering.
Gardenscape: Help out as a volunteer staffing our booth or as part of the organizing
committee.
Spring Plant and Garden Sale Fundraiser: Help out as a volunteer or sell your own
plants at this annual event in May.
Garden Passport Tours: Be a “greeter” at the gardens on the tour or help with other jobs.
Garden Selection Committee: These people “preview” gardens for inclusion on the tours.
If you know of a garden that might be suitable for a tour -- your own or someone else’s -please let us know.
End of Summer Garage Sale: Come and help us sell donated household items, plants and
garden related items within a scenic corner of the City.
If you are interested in volunteering in any way or have ideas for the SHS to try,
please email the SHS at: saskatoonhortsociety@sasktel.net or contact one of the
Directors. Suggestions are always welcome.

Scholarships
As part of SHS commitment to the encouragement of horticulture in this area, we are proud
to provide scholarships to assist in horticultural education. Three scholarships are available:
SHS bursary: $1500 is awarded annually to a student of horticultural science at the
University of Saskatchewan. Application deadline: October 15.
Prairie Horticulture Certificate: $1000 scholarship awarded annually for a student in the
Prairie Horticulture Certificate Program through the University of Saskatchewan. Application
deadline: September 30.
Butterfield Scholarship: $600 awarded to a student in the Master Gardener Program at
either the University of Saskatchewan. Application deadline: April 30 and August 31.
The SHS is pleased to be selling Norpro Cherry Pitters to help in funding these
scholarships. These cherry pitters are excellent - easy to clean, quick (a 4 litre pail takes
about 10 minutes) and easy on the hands. The SHS is also raising funds and awareness in
support of pollen bees by selling Pollen Bee Nests.
If you would like more information, or are interested in supporting the Society’s fundraising
efforts by purchasing any of these items, please contact Bill at 306-249-1329. These items
are also available at Gardenscape (March) as well as the Garden and Plant Sale (May). You
can always check our Calendar of Events on the website at saskatoonhortsociety.ca for
more details on dates and times.
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